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KAREN SAWYER | DatLy 49ER 
Megan Stevens, a Psychology major at Cal State Long Beach, yells at organizers of the anti-abortion demonstration,the Genocide Awareness Project, Tuesday on the Free Speech Lawn. 


A LAWN DIVIDED 


The Cal State Long Beach Free Speech Lawn drew hundreds of students Tuesday. The latest iteration of the anti- 
abortion demonstration, the Genocide Awareness Project, was set up on one side of the lawn, drawing dozens 
of student protestors. [More on page 4] Across the sidewalk, Safe Space CSU encouraged students to make their 
own signs countering the message of the demonstration. [More about Safe Space CSU on page 6] On the other 
end of the lawn, more students gathered, some to watch, some to voice dissent with several street preachers that 


had set up on campus. In between both groups. the American Indian Student Council played drums and 
encouraged students to ignore both religious demonstrations. 


KareEN Sawyer | Daity 49ER TRANG LE | Datty 49ER 


Bost YaGAKE | Dalry 49ER 
“God loves Fedoras” but “hates hoes” says the street preacher Students and counter protestors from CSU Safe Space challenge Safe Space CSU advocates protest street preachers and the 
on the freedom of speech lawn on upper campus. Beach Newman and the Center for Bio-Ethical Reform Tuesday Genocide Awareness Project outside the Hall of Science. 


during their presentation of the Genocide Awareness Project. 


EEE SSS SSS SSS 


News 2 Arts & Lire 5 OPINIONS 7 Sports 8 


Fa Ee grasa « Ce 


: He age oe 


‘+ get ree 


WEpNEsDAY, MARCH 16, 2016 


WWW.DAILY4-9ER.COM 


CityD49ER@GMAIL.COM NE vi S - 


Q&A with president on knife incident : 


Conoley talks about 
moving beyond race to 
student participation in 
campus safety after the 
recent knife incident. 


By ARIANA SAWYER 
News Editor 


In the weeks following the Feb. 25 in- 
cident where a 20-year-old male student 
“displayed” a knife in a sociology class 
on race, class and gender, students have 
continued to protest on social media to 
criticize the university’s lack of commu- 
nication. 

Much of the criticism stemmed from 
the fact that the altercation was not dis- 
closed to the campus community in a 
timely warning email, and that the inci- 
dent was perceived to have been racially 
motivated. 

The student in possession of the knife 
claimed that he was cleaning his finger- 
nails, 

University Police originally reported to 
the Daily 49er that the male student was 
a relative of a campus police officer, but 
campus Chief of Police Fernando Solor- 
zano later told students the student is a 
CSULB Community Service Officer in a 
forum on Thursday. 

The forum of about 150 was facilitated 
by Vice President of Student Affairs Car- 
men Taylor for students to “share [their] 
concerns with campus leadership, but 
the forum ended in a walkout after frus- 
trated students demanded Dean of Stu- 
dents Jeffrey Klaus’ resignation and the 
expulsion of the male student. 

The Daily 49er sat down with CSULB 
President Jane Close Conoley yesterday 
to discuss the tumultuous events. 

What are your thoughts on the recent 
drama surrounding the knife incident? 

Its a drama being played out on so 
many levels. We have, at the national 
level, concerns of black lives matter, con- 
cerns about the trustworthiness of some 
police officers, we have a national cam- 
paign at the level of presidency where 
issues of racism and national origin are 
being thrown around and kind of rule of 
law is being trashed from my perspective. 


PLANETARY CPR 
MUSIC 


Variety Show Event 
Saturday, March 19 * 4PM « $5 


Jounny Romero | Datty 49ER FILE PHoTo 2016 


President Conoley addresses the Academic Senate March 3 about the incident where a knife was pulled out in a 


class in the LAS building. 


We have drama now that is reflecting a 
national set of real issues — transparency, 
cover ups, unjust practices visited upon 
people of color. 

And we can't say, ‘Oh no, not us!’ We 
have to do our best to be mindful of the 
national situation. In a way, good for our 
students — they are tuned in, they’re not 
tuned out from what's going on nation- 
ally. 

I think the knife incident was a real 
trigger for people to kind of project some 
of those national issues. As I said in writ- 
ing at least, if I had it to do over again, I 
would of figured out a strategy to get what 
facts I was allowed to say out in front of 
people. 

What kinds of programs are in place 
to combat racial differences at CSULB? 

The meeting I was just at was with the 
Steering Committee for this inclusive ex- 
cellence thing we launched in January. So 
you'll be hearing from them almost im- 
mediately about communication strategy 
and they've already been meeting with 
some groups in smaller groups. We have 
a student on that, a faculty member [and] 
a staff member, so we are trying to repre- 
sent the sectors. 

They are supposed to fan out and lis- 
ten then come back with what they heard, 
then come up with suggested action 
steps, then come out with a document 
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that would say: OK, not enough faculty 
of color, what are we doing about it? Not 
enough police protection or we don't trust 
the police. What are we doing about it? 

Was there a single person the knife 
was being pointed to, and is that per- 
son, Mutoni Ingabire, the girl who spoke 
about being a victim at the forum on 
Thursday? 

Well, as you. can imagine, theres. dif- 
ferent interpretations. This young woman 


actually didn't see the knife, only two peo- 


ple in the class saw the knife. 

Imagine: the professor is walking 
around, there's two groups working on 
different ends of the class, [Mutoni Ing- 
abire is] standing there talking with her 
back to the class and there’s a back and 
forth of questions. The professor sees this 
young man holding the knife. 

She rightly says, “A knife in class? 
That's not OK; and walks over and says, 
“Come outside with me” And he does. 
She says something like, “You can’t have 
a knife in class” He says, “Well Pll put it 
in my pocket? and she says, “No you can't 
have a knife in class” So he leaves. She 
goes in, she hands him his stuff, and he 
leaves. One other girl and the professor 
saw [the knife]. Toni never saw it. In fact, 
she only heard later when the professor 
walked back in, closed the door, said class 
is cancelled. 


So the professor is really shaken be- 
cause she’s done something — the right 
thing — but verbs have been used like 
“pulled? “brandishing” but we dont 
know that. We have the young man’s de- 
scription of his frame of mind - that he 
didn’t mean it. But did people feel threat- 
ened? Yes they did. And that’s real. I can 
not intend something but I can still cause 
fear over it. 

Now that there's a lot of people who 
imagine-they were witnesses, they need 
to be talked to. So instead of it being just 
a three-person or a four-person issue, it’s 
become a much bigger issue. 

Why are students calling for Dean of 
Students Jeffrey Klaus to resign? 

It's really odd to me because he's such 
a positive force on campus. Jeff went to 
talk to the sociology student club, and 
I'm imagining that somehow in his pre- 
sentation it was construed that he was 
minimizing and hed already decided that 
nothing important had happened. And 
that made him the embodiment of male 
patriarchy in colonial society, which I ha- 
vent experienced. 

I actually haven't had a chance to talk 
to Jeff directly. People in the sociology 
student club had an experience with 
him where he was perceived to say, “You 
shouldn't be worried about this. We got 
it, we got it” And maybe, as always when 


BSU STARTS ] 
ONLINE PETITION 


The Black Student Union at Cal 
State Long Beach have created a peti- R 
tion on change.org calling for CSULB S 
President Jane Close Conoley to do 
the following by April 6: 
1) Expel the student who pulled ] 
out a knife during a debate with a 
black female student in a Race, Class 
and Gender sociology course on Feb. 
25, : 
2) Fire Associate Vice President 
of Students Affairs, Dean of Students 
and head of the Campus Assessment, fi 
Response and Evaluation for Students 
Team program Jeffrey Klaus for com- 
ments he made during a Sociology 
Student Association (SSA) meeting 
that were deemed insensitive by ( 
some, and 
3) establish a Student Oversight 
Committee for Risk Assessment. 
These demands were also made 
at Thursday's student forum, held by 
CSULB vice president of student af- 
fairs Carmen Taylor. q 
As of 11:59 p.m. last night, 597 e 
people have signed the petition. It is 1 
unknown how many of the people 
_who signed the petition are CSULB 


you're speaking in public, maybe you® 
wish you would have said it differently. It’s 
how you're feeling that’s important. ; 

We are all learning, how do we create 
organizational change? 

That kind of almost vigilante approach 
- that could be turned on anybody. So 
maybe if ’m a white student in a class and 
I have a professor whos Native American 
and the professor describes genocide to 
the native people. So I say, I object to that 
and I get a bunch of white friends to do it 
and we say “You must fire him, you must 
fire him? Well, we have laws that protect 


people's employment and academic free- O 
dom laws. You might not like what you p 
hear from somebody. = 


The first time I realized this was a 
problem, a social media problem, was 


see CONOLEY, page 3 
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Trespassing, 
public 
intoxication 
and assault. 


By MaTT SIMON 
Staff Writer 


Kung-foolery 


Officers received a call about a male 
carrying what appeared to be a Samu- 
rai sword on his back March 9 at 11:23 
a.m. After investigating the call, the of- 
ficers determined that it was a student 
carrying an umbrella with a handle that 
looked like a sword handle. 


Can-can, no 
thank you man 


Officers received a call Friday 
evening from a male who had been 
punched and had a can thrown at him. 
This occurred when the individual 
was dropping his friend off at school. 
The male filed a police report and the 
campus police are still investigating the 
incident. 


Unwanted 
visitor 


Head track and field coach Andy 
Sythe notified the police that there was 
an unauthorized group of about 10 
people on the track Sunday at 9:03 a.m. 
When officers arrived at the track the 
group had already left. 


Too much Pow 
Wow fun? 


Officers were notified about an in- 
toxicated 62-year-old male that was be- 
ing loud and vulgar on the upper cam- 
pus quad where the Annual Pow Wow 
was taking place Saturday at 6:32 p.m. 
When officers arrived they found no 
one that fit the description given. 


Woman slips at 
Walter Pyramid 


A 66-year-old woman was transport- 
ed to the Long Beach Community Hos- 
pital after slipping and falling outside 
the Walter Pyramid on Sunday at 7:35 
a.m. She did not sustain life-threaten- 


ing injuries. 
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On Sunday, a track coach notified police of an unauthorized group of peo- 


ple on the track. 
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A member of CSULB Reserve Officer Training Corps shows his support for student veterans by signing his 
name on the pledge wall at Party in the USA. The event was hosted by the Veterans Network and STRIVE on 
the Friendship Walk Central Tuesday. ROTC and STRIVE hosted a series of events to show their support of 
veterans and highlighted student veteran success stories. 


CONOLEY 


continued from page 2 


when somebody tweeted me saying, 
“This is the third incident now, and 
you've done nothing” 

I read the tweet and moved my phone 
over to the chief of police. So he imme- 
diately followed up and said, “Who is 
this person, arid called him and’asked, 
are you awate of other incidents?” And 


“he said, “No, no, that was here-say’ But 


then that gets re-tweeted. 

Was the student with the knife white? 

We are actually working on that. You 
know, his race is under FERPA [Family 
Education Rights and Privacy Act] pro- 
tection, but it’s right for you to be think- 
ing about it. 

We are seeking the student's per- 
mission about whether or not his ac- 
tual status in terms of race or ethnicity 
can be shared. I don’t know now if that 
would make a difference. We hate to ex- 
pose anybody anymore than is needed. 
Because the people who were actually 


involved, their personal information 
was revealed by other students, so now 
they’re getting phone calls, they're get- 
ting emails. So they're being re-trauma- 
tized — not by the person they think 
should be expelled — but by social me- 
dia, by people who have decided that 
they know what the real story is, rather 
than the people who were there. 

And that’s what I'm worried about. 
Its their welfare and the safety of the 
campus that I care about. I get paid to 
take insults and threats of “you're next. 


“You're resignation is next” But they 


don't. They are just trying to live their 
lives. 

What will the next forum look like? 

Well I think before there’s a next fo- 
rum, there's going to be an all-hands- 
on-deck meeting with smaller groups. 
Tve issued an invitation to leadership 
of all the cultural — well not all the 
cultural orgs, but we'll get to that — so 
the Black Student Union [and] Chicano 
Latino. 

Let's sit around the table and plan for 
what would work to move forward. I’m 
anticipating the students will come in, 


and they'll just want to demand that this 
person gets fired and this person gets 
expelled or something. 

OK, we've got that out, but now what 
do we do? How can we get students 
more involved in campus safety issues. 
I would be very open to a proposal that 
said why don't we have a kind of student 
led council that gets regular reports 
from the police. 

What if we made everything available 
to a student group? It’s not oversight, but 
it would be communication. 

We had a meeting a couple weeks ago 
where the chief and other police dis- 
played all the data associated with crime 
across the CSU system, so it’s one thing 
to see the numbers and to see that of 
the large campuses, we have the lowest 
[crime] rates. But it just takes one inci- 
dent for people to feel it’s not safe. The 
average does nothing. 

Its sad that often we don't know 
about this until something bad hap- 
pens, but we're ready to work on it if we 
can learn about it. It’s hard with this size 
campus, but I'm going to be here for a 
long time, so I'm going to work on it. 


What Your Teachers Will Not Tell You 
Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 


This advertisement draws heavily upon Prager University internet lectures. How can we 


improve society? 


* PaipD ADVERTISEMENT * 


Social Change: Left vs Right 


The Left thinks that battling society’s moral failures from the top down will improve society. 


"4 They do not believe we are a good and just society. They want to transform society and impose 
eo | e| yo U kK a OW Tn e fa their elitist vision of the future. Thus, they concentrate their efforts on combatting what they 
think is sexism, racism, intolerance, xenophobia, homophobia, Islamophobia, global warming FF 
° deniers and other “evils.” These terms are used demonize and shut down any civil discussion 
d Q ly 4 9 SC [ of the Left’s agenda. Changes are made with confrontational battles reported by the liberal 
a e| iS Se “J media who hold the same agenda. The French Revolution was transformational and led to a 
fa bloodbath and dictatorship. Can you think of any transformational change that was successful? [M 
YO U TU b e C a oe N ‘a e | ? “@ just as our founding fathers, conservatives believe that society’s progress is through the 
Py moral improvement of the individual. Each individual must attack their own weaknesses and 
| flaws. We recognize our society's weaknesses but understand the battle is internal and not 
external. Thus we usually do not demonize our enemies but rather seek to accommodate their 
By ideas within our overall culture and history. We have no interest and are strongly opposed 
to massive and radical changes. Fundamentally transforming our society, one of the most [i 
decent in history, will only make it worse. We believe that America can be improved, but this 
fy should be a slow process to keep unintended consequences from destroying our culture and [ig 
wi it’s strengths. The proven way to positively change the culture is through character education ‘ 
in our schools and homes. Fathers and religion are the two primary methods of fostering the 
@ self-control necessary to make positive changes. These methods have been denigrated and 
YOUTUBE.COM/ VIDEOD49ER effectively removed from young lives by the left. The transformation is already taking place 
and we are poorer for the change. * 
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Anti-abortion advocates spark heated debate 


Demonstration 
quickly turns to loud 
arguments. 


By AMANDA MAYBERRY 
Staff Writer 


Peaceful conversation exploded into 
confrontation at the site of the Genocide 
Awareness Project Tuesday afternoon. 

Once every spring the Catholic New- 
man Club at Cal State Long Beach invite 
the Center for Bio-Ethical Reform onto 
campus to advocate against abortion on 
the free speech lawn in the middle of 
campus. 

“The purpose is to start conversation,” 
Beach Newman officer Rhea Moreno 
said. 

Students walking through campus 
high-fived Safe Space CSU and other 
abortion rights advocates and some even 
stopped to make posters and join the 
cause for abortion rights. 

Other students stopped to ask Beach 
Newman and CBR questions. Some 
avoided the display altogether, turning 
back the way they came before facing the 
photos on the GAP display full on. 

the peaceful environment, casual con- 
versation and idle curiosity quickly esca- 
lated into hostility and anger, however, as 
“Sister Pat” and the “Radical Reverend” 


An angel 


CSULB design 
department will name 
workshop after Nohemi 
Gonzalez. 


By YASMIN CORTEZ 
Social Media Editor 


The Cal State Long Beach design 
department will keep the spirit of No- 
hemi Gonzalez alive with major plans 
to refurbish a workshop after receiving 
a generous donation of $10,000 for the 
Nohemi Gonzalez Shop Initiative. 

The international tragedy hit home 
when news of Gonzalez’s death in the 
Nov. 13, 2015 Paris attack was the first 
name to be announced in the States. 

Gonzalez was a senior industrial 
design student who was spending the 
fall semester in Paris. She worked in 
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A man under refering to himself as Radical Reverend shows his support for the 
Genocide Awareness Project hosted in front of the Free Speech Lawn Tuesday 
as students and counter protestors from CSU Safe Space express disagreement. 


aggravated protesters and passers by. 

“T just showed up, saw the display and 
wanted to advocate for pro-life? Radical 
Reverend said. “I even drew up a bit of a 
crowd here.” 

Sister Pat and the Radical Reverend are 
affiliated with Campus Ministry USA and 
are frequent visitors at CSULB. 

Leading the charge, Sister Pat first en- 
gaged with a group of female students 
protesting the GAP display. She advised 


the girls that if they did not want to have 
abortions, they should stop having sex 
with their boyfriends. 

Monica Kinney, a junior studio art 
major and member of Beach Newman, 
appeared to be frustrated and _ politely 
asked the reverend and other members of 
Campus Ministry to return to the oppo- 
site side of the lawn where they had come 
from. Radical Reverend did not respond. 


“We're just peacefully protesting 


in the workshop 


the design department workshop as an 
assistant and was known for being “the 
first one in and last one out,’ according 
to Martin Herman, chair of the design 
department. 

The Nohemi Gonzalez Shop Initia- 
tive will raise money to refurbish the 
Design Department's lower division 
shop, purchase new equipment and re- 
name the shop after Gonzalez with an 
honorary plaque because it was some- 
where she invested much of her time. 

“This check just now came from GK 
Design, said David Teubner, program 
coordinator for the industrial design 
program. “They have been a big help 
to our program and this is their latest 
involvement. Norman Kerechuk [the 
President of GK Design International] 
is the one who got in touch with me. 
Initially he pledged $5,000 but when 
he gave me the check right now it was 
actually $10,000 and I was a little sur- 
prised” 


Bridge Classes Beginning 
Or Continuing Players 
Wed. 9:45-11:45am ¢ Starting April 6, 2016 


Long Beach Bridge Center 
4782 Pacific Coast Highway * Long Beach, CA 90804 


{in back of the center, near the carwash) 


$0.00 
PER See 


The Design Department original- 
ly collaborated with California Pizza 
Kitchen back in January for the Pizza 
with a Purpose fundraiser and raised 
almost $5,000 in honor of Gonzalez. 

“We created a fund for her study 
abroad program through the universi- 
ty but we thought this shop meant so 
much to her, and she spent so much 
time here,” Teubner said. 

According to professors and friends, 
Gonzalez was known for being in the 
shop late to work on her own projects, 
or to help others, that “she could have 
pitched a tent in that room.” 

“That’s what it’s all about, making a 
shop she would be proud of because 
she was the primary mover and shak- 
er of the shop when she was.a student 
here,’ said Herman. “Not only did she 
spend all of her time working in here as 
a maker and designer, but she also was 
a student assistant” 

Melissa Saiko, an industrial design 


against abortion and so we allow people 
to come and talk to us and converse, but 
its all in a peaceful manner and loving 
to one another,’ Kinney said.. “[Campus 
Ministry USA] triggered this negativity 
and that’s not what we wanted. I did ask 
them to move and they might move, but 
I don't know’ 

Divided by the pathway leading down 
to lower campus, anti-abortionists and 
abortion rights advocates stood facing 
each other on opposite sides of the side- 
walk. Attention from Beach Newman 
quickly shifted to members of Campus 
Ministry USA as members began aggra- 
vating abortion rights advocates. 

As voices grew louder, Victoria Villa, 
president of Safe Space CSU, tried to keep 
the situation under control. 

“Tf you feel that it’s not good for you, you 
don't have to engage with them,’ Villa said. 

Immediately after Villa made this 
statement, the female students turned 
their backs on Sister Pat. 

Soon after, abortion rights advocates 
were having a loud debate with Campus 
Ministry and chanting for them to re- 
move themselves from campus. 

As the Radical Reverend “preached” 
to students, they responded to defend 
themselves. 

“Any women that have sex outside of 
marriage hate themselves,’ Radical Rev- 
erend said. “I blame the men for all the 


whores on this campus.” 


major who met Gonzalez during the 
summer, is now one of the new assis- 
tants in the workshop and said it is 
“bittersweet.” She remembers Gonzalez 
spending about three extra hours every 
day plus opening the shop on weekends 
for students who needed to use it. 

“We are doing so much to make this 
shop [hers] because she owned this 
place,” Saiko said. “She walked in and 
was in charge and [helped] out and 
would do everything and it was for ev- 
eryone else ... everyone is putting work 
into it, which will definitely pass her 
hopes on.” 

Saiko made a painting in honor of 
Gonzalez that hangs by the front door 
to keep her strong spirit alive and in- 
spire those students familiar with her 
feisty, yet positive, attitude about keep- 
ing the shop she loved so much clean 
and organized. Saiko said Gonzalez 
pushed students hard, and that it would 
be common to hear, “Why are you do- 


Much of the female crowd responded 
with cursing and provocative body ges- 
tures such as pelvic thrusts, spread legs 
and shaking their butts in a dance com- 
monly referred to as twerking. 

“T think he’s just adding a lot of hate 
and ignorance, and I honestly don't think 
what he’s doing is progressive to the con- 
versation. I don't think he’s offering any- 
thing that the CSULB community can 
use productively in a positive way,’ Villa 
said. “On our side, our students, they are 
not touching, they are staying on this side 
of the lawn. They’re yelling but that's their 
right as students to make sure their voic- 
es are heard. It’s just freedom of speech, 
right?” 

CBR and Beach Newman said the 
GAP display is meant to spark conver- 
sation among students. However, once 
Campus Ministry got involved it turned 
into a scene. 

Catherine Palanca, a junior liberal 
studies major, said she understands that 
people are passionate about what they 
believe and that they are free to express 
themselves however they like. She doesn’t 
think campus is the place for it, however. 

“I always stop and watch when the 
Bible people [are] around and people are 
yelling at them,’ Palanca said. “I think 
its dumb. I don't think this should be on 
campus at all. I don’t care what people 
believe but I don’t want it in my face like 
this.’ 


ing it that way?” and “I wouldn't have 
done it that way” come from her,. Bbut 
she helped students regardless. 

“Tt feels like her spirit is over us, help- 
ing through the generosity of these peo- 
ple, and it will definitely help to con- 
tribute to organize the shops better and 
teach them better skills so we'll benefit 
out of this,” said Matias Ocafia, Nohe- 
mi’s former professor and an industrial 
design lecturer. Ocafia described Gon- 
zalez as full of life and always willing to 
help others. 

”Nohemi is an angel for us in the stu- 
dio over here,’ Ocajia said. 

Teubner said that eventually a web- 
site will be set up for the initiative, and 
they will continue to get the word out. 

“Thanks to Norman and CPK and 
other people who have donated,” he 
said. “Hopefully we will get the mo- 
mentum going, we'll get more people 
to donate and we'll have a world-class 
shop.” 


got opinions? 


politics.government.learn.presidential.candidates.celeb- 


rity.audit.money.finances.majors.department.professors. 
schedule. work.paycheck.taxes.budgetcuts.news.media.life. 


sex.entertainment.relationship.need.politics.government. 


politics. learn.presidential.candidates.celebrity.technology. 
family.tests.life.publicschool.tuition.personal.education.books. 


health.science.sex.entertainment.relationship.need.poli- 
tics. government.email opedD49er@gmail.com 


le 


ARTS & LIFE 


ARTSNLIFED49ER@GMAIL.COM WWW.DAILY4 9ER.COM WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2016 


Internships for 


The Arts Council for 
Long Beach is offering 


20 internships for 
CSULB art students. 


By JORGE PANIAGUA 
Staff Writer 


The Arts Council for Long Beach is 
looking for 20 creative, art-loving Cal 
State Long Beach students to become 
part of their paid internship program 
Creative Long Beach and help them ex- 
pose the community to more art. 

Starting April 4, CSULB students 
will be able to apply for an internship 
opportunity that will make them a 
member of The Arts Council of Long 
Beach, an organization which aims to 
make Long Beach both an artistic and 
cultural hotspot by better showcasing 
the art of Long Beach-based artists to 
the community through events and ini- 
tiatives. 

“During their internship, students 
are connected to working professionals 
in the Long Beach community,’ Cre- 
ative Long Beach coordinator Mandy 
Johnson said. “Students will be intro- 
duced to professionals in the areas of 
their career goals. Students also gain a 
better understanding of arts adminis- 
tration or fields of study that they hope 


to start a career in, for example curato- 
rial work? 

While interning, students get to work 
with Long Beach-based organizations 
that help support and promote artists 
and their work in the community. Stu- 
dents will get to go “behind-the-scenes” 
and find out what it takes to produce an 
exhibition, according to Johnson. 

Aside from becoming a member of 


&G 


So many art graduates end 
up leaving Long Beach, 
and this program helps 
remedy that. 


-April Economides, 99 


Marketing and communications 
director for ACLB 


the arts council, interns will get to at- 
tend exclusive social gatherings. Interns 
will also have the opportunity to meet 
other Creative Long Beach members 
and further their professional develop- 
ment in the fields of art and nonprofit 
arts administration. 

“One thing that is unique about Cre- 
ative Long Beach, in contrast to other 
internship programs, is that Creative 
Long Beach specifically partners with 
only Long Beach-based art organiza- 
tions,’ marketing and communications 
director for ACLB, April Economides, 
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said. “Thereby keeping Long Beach stu- 
dents in the city to build relationships, 
some of which might turn into future 
jobs. So many art graduates end up 
leaving Long Beach, and this program 
helps remedy that.” 

For every artist that departs from 
Long Beach to showcase their success- 
ful work to a broader audience, the 
ACLB hopes to expose an up-and-com- 
ing creator to the Long Beach commu- 
nity, and help display the novice artist’s 
creativity to the masses. 

“Too often, talented CSULB gradu- 


ae 
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Local artists participate in the monthly Long Beach Art Walk, where they can exhibit their work to the community. 
Alex Diffin’s works with watercolor and acrylic paint exhibit the many facces of femininity. 


ates leave the city for jobs elsewhere,’ 
former Arts Council executive director 
Victoria Bryan said. “We're trying to 
help remedy that by expanding job op- 
portunities for future graduates.” 

According to the ACLB’s online 
mission statement, not only does the 
council want to make Long Beach 
a premiere art scene destination for 
residents, businesses, and visitors; by 
2020, their goal is to make Long Beach 
a number-one art destination on the 
West Coast. 

“T think it’s fantastic and really excit- 


ing. I think being a paid intern is not 
only beneficial but also inspiring,” third 
year studio art major Devon DeCapua 
said. “Artists don’t get paid enough for 
their work and the fact that the Long 
Beach Arts Council is planning to pay 
interns makes a statement that artists 
deserve to be paid for performing their 
craft.” 

Students will be able to apply for an 
internship position beginning April 4. 
The council will also be at the Intern- 
ship Conference held on campus April 
223 
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Students mind the GAP 


Column 


How a group of 
frustrated students 
changed the tide for 
Genocide Awareness 
Project. 


By ARIANA GASTELUM 
Contributing Writer 


t took little persuasion to re- 
cruit students to participate 
in yesterday’s counter protest 
against the Genocide Aware- 
ness Project. 

Students parked themselves across 
the lawn near the Hall of Science, hold- 
ing signs with phrases including, “My 
oppression is not your moral battle- 
ground” and “I am paying $4,000 for 
this?” 

As time went on, the crowd grew 
larger and louder. 

“It's not the church! It’s not the state! 
Women should decide their fate!” they 
shouted in unison. 

Every year, the Catholic Newman 
Club invites the GAP to campus to con- 
vince students that abortion is immor- 
al under almost every circumstance. 
Their displays of aborted fetuses and 
racial genocide caused a stir of com- 
plaints by students. 

Little has ever been done to speak 
against the organization. However, 
once students were provided the op- 
portunity, they released their bottled 
resentment once and for all. 

All it took was poster paper, markers 


and a station next to the GAP. This sta- 
tion was provided by Safe Space CSU, 
a student group that was initially com- 
prised of only four students: Victoria 
Villa, Sarah Kannel, Jada Esters and 
Claire Erbeznick. 

One event from last year triggered 
these women to take action. While 
Villa, Kannel and Esters attended their 
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Stud- 
ies class, Women of Color, they could 
see posters as tall as the trees featuring 
aborted fetuses and victims of genocide 
and slavery just outside the classroom. 

At the same time the GAP was pres- 
ent on campus, Professor Maythee Ro- 
jas lectured on forced sterilization of 
women of color in Southern California. 

Deeply disturbed, Villa, Kannel and 
Esters expressed their frustrations to 
their professor, who responded, “If you 
are that upset, do something” 

As a result, Safe Space CSU was 
born. 

While the GAP is on campus, Safe 
Space CSU will be stationed in an area 
next to them, providing mental-health 
services and sign-constructing mate- 
rials. Counselors will also be available 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Leadership 
Resource Center of the University Stu- 
dent Union. 

Villa, Kannel and Esters wanted 
more than just a counter protest. They 
wanted additional mental health ser- 
vices to be more easily accessible for 
students walking by the GAP demon- 
stration. 

Weeks after their initial discussion 
with Rojas, they researched the GAP 
and developed an essay proposing their 
demands. 

Villa admitted to knocking on every 
door of Student Life and Development. 
She said that she didn’t call because she 
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wanted to catch them off guard and see 
their reactions to her questions. 

ASI President Jose Salazar received 
their essay and forwarded it to all of the 
senators. Only one responded: Vanessa 
Coover. 

“As an ASI student leader and a 
student, I wanted to make sure that 
students had mental health resources 
readily available to them when trau- 
matized and affected by the graphic 
images that GAP shows, she noted. 
“The truth of the matter is, the GAP 
display is not healthy for students. It is 
time that something was done to help 
our students effectively process their 


thoughts and feelings.” 
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A sign placed in front of the Free Speech Lawn warns people ahead of the graphic images of the Genocide Awareness 
Project display on Tuesday. . The annual GAP demonstration displays graphic images of dead fetuses, the Holo- 


caust, slavery and ISIS. 
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Coover helped Safe Space CSU draft 
resolutions, develop warning flyers and 
promote the group on KBeach. She also 
acts as the middleman between the 
group and the faculty, who are more 
difficult to reach. 

“This is not just a ‘women’s’ prob- 
lem,” Villa said. “This affects a lot 
of people. I heard a story of how a 
classmate of mine cried in her car 


for three hours. She couldn't even get. 


out of the parking lot. Clearly, some- 
thing is wrong if all these people are 
expressing how devastated they are 
by this.” 

Members of the student communi- 
ty have expressed that the images are 
triggering, causing them to feel anxious 
and sometimes act out hysterically. Vil- 
la noted they are especially sensitive 
to the veteran population who battle 
with post-traumatic stress disorder, 
and those who have had abortions per- 
formed or experienced sexual abuse. 

These symptoms are severe enough 
to affect their class performance. Some 
students are so bothered that they can- 
not attend class at all. 

Esters also feels too uncomfortable 
to bring her 7-year-old daughter on 
campus on the days that the GAP is 
there. She, too, avoids entering that 
part of campus because it upsets her. 

Counseling and Psychological Ser- 
vices are available Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to consult 
students experiencing personal chal- 
lenges. There is also 24-hour access to 
a counselor by phone. When traumatic 
events that affect the student popula- 
tion take place, CAPS has limited avail- 
ability, and it could take more than an 
hour for walk-ins to speak to a coun- 
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Theater majors freshman Gabey Medina, left, and junior Dana Kernes, right, exclaim protest against the presenta- 
tion of the Genocide Awareness Project Tuesday. 


selor. 

Last year, Kannel participated in 
a small protest against the GAP with 
Unite for Reproductive Gender Equal- 
ity, a student club that promotes the 
protection of reproductive rights. 
Students gave her high-fives as they 
walked by, but members of the GAP 
did not appear pleased. The first day 


Kannel was there, one GAP member 


approached her. _ 

“What particularly bothered me last 
year was that they had put up a sign 
that said black women got the most 
abortions, and black women killed 
more black people than the [Ku Klux 
Klan], she said. “And they co-opted 
the Black Lives Matter movement.” 

Kannel asked the GAP member 
who inspired the tag Black Lives Mat- 
ter, and she could not provide that an- 
swer. They also had a sign that said, “I 
can't breathe.” The woman also had no 
knowledge of where that quote was tak- 
en from. 

She responded, “That would be a 
question for her, and pointed at a black 
woman who was also a GAP member. 

The mission for Safe Space CSU is 
to ensure a secure environment for 
the CSULB community to voice their 
opinions. At yesterday’s protest, these 
ideas included reproductive rights, 
sexual freedom, anti-discrimination, 
Black Lives Matter and much more. 

“Tt is a freedom-of-speech lawn, and 
[the school] wants to promote the ex- 
change of ideas, Kannel said. “Well, 
both arguments should be there, right? 
We just want the students to have accu- 
rate information and not feel ashamed.” 

For more information, visit face- 
book.com/SafeSpaceCSULB. 
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Find some pride 


Sometimes we all need 


to remember the good 
at The Beach. 


By MICAYLA VERMEEREN 
Opinions Editor 


t’s really, really easy to get 
caught up in things that suck 
about Cal State Long Beach. 
It’s really easy to get down 
about protestors and displays 
on campus that interrupt the flow of 
daily life. 

It’s really easy to lose faith in the 
community when there’s always 
some sort of crime being reported on 
campus. 

It’s really easy to start hating the 
parking lots after wasting a quarter 
tank of gas looking for a spot. 

It’s really easy to forget what 
makes our campus so unbelievably 
cool. Sometimes, we might not even 
know how much we have to be proud 
of as 49ers. 

I know that I’m guilty of falling 
into a negative mindset way too 
quickly and not even wanting to 
acknowledge that there’s an entire- 
ly different, shiny side to the coin 
that is our university. And I know 
that when my stubborn self gets in 
a cranky mindset, the only way to 
snap out of it is to have good things 
shoved in my face with no way to 
pretend they’re not there. 

So, to my fellow disillusioned 


49ers, I’m shoving. 

We have health services available 
to students in abundance, whether 
it comes in the form of a free pre- 
scription for antibiotics through 
the Student Health Center or crisis 
intervention and emergency thera- 
py sessions for mental breakdowns 
through Counseling and Psycholog- 
ical Services. 

We have a study abroad office that 
not only offers students the chance 
to travel the world while earning 
degrees, but also financial aid and 
scholarships to help make some pri- 
cy dreams a reality. 

We have an unparalleled art muse- 
um that always has exhibits for stu- 
dents to experience, free of charge. 
We have student-created art projects 
up for display year-round in the Fine 
Arts buildings. We even have sculp- 
tures integrated into the physical 
structure of our campus, standing 
tall by the College of Business Ad- 
ministration and outside of the Uni- 
versity Student Union. 

We have clubs and organizations 
where students can find comfort and 
community in a shared religion, eth- 
nicity, passion, hobby or political af- 
filiation. We have spaces where they 
can host events to raise awareness 
and make connections with the en- 
tirety of the CSULB population. 

We have special study rooms 
designed for. students in different 
major departments or campus pro- 
grams, where they can have space 
away from the hustle and bustle of 
common areas. 
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Cal State Long Beach’s President's Scholars room offers guidance and study space for students in the program. 


We have transportation that spans 
the entirety of campus, and even 
drops students off at apartment com- 
plexes blocks away. 

We have scholarships, rooms and 
buildings on campus named in hon- 
or of fallen 49ers to make sure their 
lives and legacies aren't forgotten. 


We have sports teams that exem- 
plify both talent and dedication and 
travel the nation to go head to head 
with prime competitors. 

At the end of it all, we will still 
have problems on campus. There are 
absolutely some issues that need to 
be addressed and rectified to make 


Time to overhaul student loan system 


Many people in the United States 
are suffocating under the weight of 
student loan debt. Worse, their gov- 
ernment is complicit. 

The federal government facilitates 
access to loans through its Free Ap- 
plication for Federal Student Aid on- 
line application, commonly known 
as FAFSA. It’s an ironic name since 
there’s no such thing as a free lunch. 

The interest rate on such loans is 
set at around 6 percent but eventually 


Daily 49er 


Greg Diaz 

Editor-in-Chief 
eicd49er@gmail.com 

(562) 985-7998 


compounds, and payments come due 
soon after a student is done with his 
education or drops out. Students who 
fall behind in repaying the loans ob- 
tain a negative credit record, making 
it harder to get by. 

In some cases, students go into 
deep debt at what are essentially 
fraudulent colleges and universities 
_ fly-by-night operations with drop- 
out rates of more than 70 percent. 
These concerns have come into fo- 


cus recently in the controversy over 
the now-defunct Trump University, 
accused in three lawsuits of being a 
scam. 

These outfits continue to accept 
students in order to get them hooked 
on the federal loans that pay their tu- 
ition. And even if the student drops 
out or finds that the degree they ob- 
tained is of little use in getting a job, 
he or she is stuck with the loan debt. 

The colleges ply students with 
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shiny recruiting fliers, booklets, and 
fancy videos and commercials that 
sometimes use deceptive messag- 
es. Some even target certain ethnic 
groups by having minority spokes- 
people as recruiters or models in the 
commercials. 

Many students are embarrassed 
that they are stuck with huge student 
loans and are then forced to go live 
with their parents or to even on the 
streets. This should not be happening. 
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sure future students and faculty 
have the best possible experience at 
CSULB. Bad things will always hap- 
pen, as will bad days and bad moods. 

But, as lasting as the annoy- 
ing stuff may all be, the good 
will stick around just as strongly. 
Don't forget that. 


President Barack Obama and Con- 
gress need to enact new laws to hold 
these colleges and universities ac- 
countable. Some probably deserve to 
be prosecuted for deceptive recruit- 
ing messages. And the current crop 
of presidential candidates needs to 
take a stand on this important na- 
tional issue. It is time to rein in the 
corrupt student loan system. Enough 
is enough. 

— Randy Jurado Ertll, TNS 
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BASEBALL 


Dirtbags tame Lions 


LBSU pick up a win 
against LMU for the 
first time in three years. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


After exploding for a four-run 
fifth inning, the Long Beach State 
baseball team picked up its sixth 
win in the last seven outings with 
a 6-4 win over Loyola Marymount 
on Tuesday at Blair Field. 

The No. 24 Dirtbags (11-5) saw 
their five-game winning streak 
end on Sunday with a 6-3 loss to 
Oklahoma, but LBSU got back to 
its winning ways against the Lions 
(6-11). After LMU took a 3-2 lead 
in the top of the fifth, the Dirtbags 
did some more bouncing back and 
put the game away for good in the 
bottom half of the inning. 

“[This team] is kind of gritty,” 
head coach Troy Buckley said. 
“We're not real glamorous, we're 
not real flashy. It’s not pretty all 
the time. I think [we've] kind of 
embraced just grinding.” 

First, pinch-hitter David Ban- 
uelos led off with a single, then 
sophomore centerfielder Tristan 
Mercadel picked up his second hit 
of the game on a double off the 
right field wall to put runners on 
second and third with no outs. Ju- 
nior shortstop Garrett Hampson 
capitalized on the opportunity and 
crushed a two-RBI double to put 
LBSU back on top 4-3. 

Junior rightfielder Alex Muzzi 
brought in Hampson with an RBI 
single to make the score 5-3. Soph- 
omore leftfielder Brock Lundquist 
extended his hitting streak to 12 
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games to put two on with sopho- 
more designated hitter Luke Ras- 
mussen on the plate. Rasmussen 
grounded to third, but an error 
on the throw to first base allowed 
Muzzi to score from second, giving 
LBSU a 6-3 lead. 

LMU sophomore Jamey Smart 
cut the Dirtbag lead to two with 
a solo homerun to right field, but 
LBSU held on in the ninth for the 
6-4 win. Freshman closer Chris 
Rivera threw a 1-2-3 inning to 
earn his seventh save of the sea- 
son. 

“I thought it was a slow, me- 
thodical, poorly played game by us 
and a well played game by [LBSU],” 
LMU head coach Jason Gill said. 

The Lions jumped on the score- 
board first. With two outs and 
sophomore outfielder Sean Wat- 
kins on third, freshman first base- 
man Steven Chavez hit an RBI 
double down the first base line to 
put the Lions on top 1-0 in the top 
of the second inning. 

The Dirtbags answered in the 
bottom of the fourth. With Mer- 
cadel at second, freshman second 
baseman Jarren Duran hit a two- 
out RBI single to tie the score at 
one. Then in the bottom of the 
fifth, Rasmussen hit a solo homer- 
un over the center field fence, his 
second of the season, to put the 
Dirtbags on top 2-1. 

It didn’t take long for LMU to 
regain the lead. In the top of the 
fifth inning, with a runner on first, 
junior centerfielder Austin Miller 
tripped a triple to the right-cen- 
ter field wall to tie the score 2-2. 
Then with Erdman on second, ju- 
nior catcher Cassidy Brown hit his 
11th RBI of the season on a two- 
out double to center field to give 
the Lions a 3-2 lead. 
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Sophomore outfielder Tristan Mercadel celebrates by the LBSU dugout after scoring the 49ers’ first run in the third 
inning on Tuesday at Blair Field. LBSU defeated Loyola Marymount 6-4. 


But like a game of cat and mouse, 
the Dirtbags answered right back 
and won the game with the defini- 
tive four-run fifth. 

Hampson, Mercadel and Lund- 
quist finished the night with two 
hits each. Junior right-hander Dave 
Smith had another quality start on 
Tuesday, pitching six innings and 
allowing just three earned runs on 
eight hits to help the Dirtbags snap 
a four-game losing streak against 
LMU. LBSU’s last win against LMU 
came on April 30, 2013. 

The Dirtbags return to Blair 
Field on Thursday to host the first 
of a four-game series against Co- 
lumbia University. First pitch is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. 
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Dog day afternoon for 49ers 


LBSU lets second 
double-digit lead 
evaporate against the 
Washington Huskies in 


first round of NIT. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


Late turnovers and a second half 
collapse ultimately cost the Long 
Beach State’s men’s basketball team 
a chance to advance in the Nation- 
al Invitational Tournament. 

The 49ers (20-15) lost a shootout 
to the University of Washington 
107-102 in the first round Tuesday 
in Seattle, Washington. 

“You can't go on the road and 
give the home team that many 
opportunities,” LBSU head coach 


Dan Monson said 
in a press release. 
“We lost control 
of the game at the 
end of the first 
half, and never 
really gathered 
it back. We put 
ourselves in a 
position to win, 
but you've got to 
convert, and we 
didn't do that.” 
The Hus- 
kies overcame a 


Guard 


nine-point, sec- 
ond-half deficit, 
thanks 

straight 


to eight 
free 
throws in the fi- 
nal 37 seconds of 
the game by red- 
shirt senior An- 
drew Andrews. 
LBSU had a comfortable 68-59 


Nick Faust ‘ 


102-107" 
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26 points 27 points 


8-22 FGM 11-17 FGM 


5 Rebounds 11 Rebounds 


lead with 14:56 left to play, but a 
15-6 UW run shifted the lead and 
momentum back in the Huskies’ 


Forward 


Marq 


favor. 

With less than 
two minutes re- 
the 
49ers had a small 
98-97 
tage after junior 
forward 


maining, 
advan- 


Travis 
Hammonds hit 
a tough layup in 
uese Chriss eer eee 
a Washington 
bucket, Bibbins 
took the initia- 
tive on an in- 
bound pass and 
went all the way 
to the rim to give 
LBSU a 100-99 
lead with 45 sec- 
onds remaining. 

But Wash- 


ington answered right away with 
another pair of free throws by 


2-4 


RBI 


Double 


Andrews which gave the Huskies 
a one point lead with 30 seconds 
remaining. The 49ers turned the 
ball over on their ensuing offensive 
possession. 

Down 103-100 with 23 seconds 
remaining, LBSU senior Nick Faust 
stepped back and threw up a triple 
to try and tie the game, but his shot 
was a little off. After that the 49ers 
opted to intentionally foul, but the 
deficit was too big to overcome. 

Freshman guard Dejounte Mur- 
ray and freshman forward Mar- 
quese Chris led Washington over 
the 49ers. Murray finished with 30 
points while Chris collected a dou- 
ble-double, chipping in 27 points 
and 11 rebounds. 

Faust led LBSU with 26 points 
and Bibbins added 17. Tuesday 
night’s loss closed the book for 
good on the 49ers’ season. LBSU 
finished 11-3 in the last 14 games 
of the year. 


